EAST FARNDON AGE CONCERN.

In 1971, Margaret, wife of the Rector James McCloghry, suggested that the village
should have a branch of the charity Age Concern (since renamed Age UK). So a group of
village women got together and set the ball rolling.

They chose a Treasurer but otherwise no officers. Their meetings were amiable
discussions leading to collective decisions. In 1971, the treasurer was Jan Beale; others
involved were Ann Tebbutt, Ollie Boucher, Daisy Haynes, Aileen Clifford, Greta Hill,
Sharon Dunkley, Kay Twigg and Pat Gannon. When Jan Beale left the village, Ollie
Boucher took over as treasurer. Northamptonshire Age Concern was very supportive,
especially John Christian, who attended some of the events.

Age Concern ladies in the kitchen of East Farndon Village Hall, 1992. (L to r) Janet Roper, Ollie Boucher, Lorna Prior, Greta Hill,
Aileen Clifford (part hidden), Ann Tebbutt, Jean Westwood, Daisy Haynes, Sharon Dunkley, Marlene Hook.

The purpose of the whole venture was to offer companionship and activities for older
residents, who might be living alone in many cases. Visiting such older folk regularly
was important and each of the organisers had a specific house to visit. Lunches were
held once a week, first at Marston Trussell, then later at Clipston. So these events, like
most others, involved a larger catchment area than just East Farndon. There was
afternoon tea once a month at various locations, such as the Rectory at Oxendon. All
these gatherings needed preparation and hard work — Sharon Dunkley was the chief
cook. Other ladies contributed — Mrs. Hart would make a Christmas cake. There were
Christmas parcels to give out as well.

There were outings by coach over the years to many varied destinations. Among them
were Derbyshire well-dressing, Althorp, Wicksteed Park, Boughton House, Chatsworth,
Rockingham Castle, Nottingham and Misterton Hall.



On a visit to Derbyshire well-dressing. Sharon Dunkley (left) and Jean Westwood.

All this activity needed funds and organising fund-raising events was a key part of Age
Concern’s business. Jumble sales, coffee evenings and in the 1970s, dances, were
among ways of raising money.

In 1992 a large lunch party was staged in Farndon village hall to mark the 21 birthday of
the village’s Age Concern. There were older residents from Market Harborough there as
well as those from Farndon, Marston and Oxendon. Fortunately there are photographs
of this event, showing the scale of it and making you realise the amount of organisation
involved, especially as the old village hall had extremely limited kitchen facilities.

The 218t birthday party was a large-scale event.



The Village Hall kitchen had extremely limited facilities, but wonders were performed here. Hot meals were cooked elsewhere and
rushed across to the Hall. Ollie Boucher (left) and Janet Roper.

RevJames McCloghry (left photo) and his wife Margaret, in blue and white blouse, returned to the village from their home in
Oxfordshire for the 215t birthday.

After 25 years, those village ladies who had been working for Age Concern from the
beginning were awarded a certificate, which shows how much the county organisation
valued their service. By then, some of the original group were no longer involved and
others had joined, including Jean Westwood, Lorna Prior, Marlene Hook and Janet
Roper, wife of the then Rector.
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Certificates were awarded after 25 years’ service for Age Concern (yellow) or 20 years (white). The representative of
Northamptonshire Age Concern cuts the cake. Proud holders of their certificate are (L to r) Janet Roper, Aileen Clifford, Sharon
Dunkley, Ollie Boucher, Greta Hill, Ann Tebbutt, Daisy Haynes, Lorna Prior and Jean Westwood.

No minutes were taken at meetings and no written record of the group’s activities exists,

so any account can only draw on the memories of those who took part and are still
available to consult. No precise occasion seems to have marked the end of East
Farndon Age Concern, but fewer helpers remained as some were now unavailable or
had moved away. Also there may have been fewer elderly people wanting to attend the
various gatherings. Greta Hill believes the end of Age Concern came in 1999.

The story of the group over 28 years shows how much hard work went into the provision
of opportunities for older people, especially those who might otherwise be lonely, to
meet and talk with other people and visit new places.

Alan Langley (with the help of Ollie Boucher, Greta Hill, Sharon Dunkley and Janet
Roper).
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