Prisoner of War Camp on Farndon Road

Known as Harrington Camp (Camp 49), the Prisoner of War camp was situated at 49 Farndon
Road, Market Harborough. Built on farm land, it is thought to have been an Italian working
camp/labour battalion to 1945, then a German working camp. It was a purpose-built, standard
type camp. Common buildings and facilities at standard type camps included water towers,
offices, officer’s mess, a canteen, guard rooms, barrack huts, ablution blocks, cell blocks, a
camp reception station (medical facility/hospital), a cookhouse, dining rooms, recreation rooms
and living huts or tents.

Below is an aerial shot, showing the exact location:




Camp 49 - Farndon Road Camp (Harrington Camp), Farndon Fields Farm, Market
Harborough, Leicestershire

Included in the 1945 ICRC camp list — Labour Camp. 49. Farndon Road Camp, Market
Harborough, Leics.

1947 Camp List
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Prisoner of War Camps (1939 — 1948) - Project report by Roger J.C. Thomas - English

on the map as an
‘Agricultural  Hostel’.
The boundary line on
the map shows that it
was half-half in the
counties of
Leicestershire | SZEN
Northamptonshire. The '
little village of
Harrington is about 8km
SE of the camp.
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Incidental information
from a German theatre



group journal held by
the Deutsches
Historisches Museum.
The group toured pow
camps around England
during 1946. It recorded
its visit to Harrington
Camp, 49 on 6™ — 9th
November 1946 (2
performances).

Camp commandant
Lieutenant Colonel John
James Jolliffe, M.B.E.
M.C. M.M. from the
Manchester Regiment.

After the camp: The
camp was used for
European Volunteer
workers.  Now  part
residential / industrial
area.

Further information:

National Archives FO
939/131 49 Working
Camp, Farm Road
camp, Market
Harborough,
Leicestershire. Dated
1946-1947

The following is an excerpt taken from the WW2 memaoirs of local resident Marjorie
Houlston (nee Read). The full transcript is on the village website:

The prisoner of war camp was built at the bottom of the road; and when we used to cycle to
work, first the Italians then the Germans used to shout at us as we pedalled fast to get by.
Although we didn’t have any bombs dropped near us, there was an odd one in the area and
we could hear the banging of distant bombing, especially the time that Coventry was bombed
so badly. The Americans were stationed in various areas and two planes crashed into each
other while they were flying close together. And it was said that a plane landed in Marston
Lake but the pilot parachuted out. I think it was an English plane but can’t be sure. Men and
women from the village joined the forces and we saw them home on leave, in their uniforms.



On 6™ September 1946 the Harborough Advertiser and Mail reported that German prisoners
of war had attended services at St John the Baptist church, East Farndon.

This is a transcript of the article:

CHURCH PACKED WITH GERMAN P.O.Ws

Services Translated at East Farndon

Eager to take part in English church services, German prisoners of war from the camp in
Farndon Road, near Market Harborough, are crowding into the old-world church of St John
the Baptist at East Farndon at evensong on Sundays.



It is only a month since the prisoners arrived at the Farndon-road camp, but they quickly
expressed their desire to attend the local church services, and they have visited Farndon
Parish Church for the last three Sundays. Their attendance is entirely voluntary and they are
marched up to the church.

The service is interpreted to them in German and they follow the proceedings with a keenness
which has surprised the local Rector, the Rev T F Merriman, and local members of the
congregation.

Last Sunday, despite heavy rain, nearly 100 prisoners attended evensong, and the first Sunday
saw the church, which holds about 180, packed to capacity. For the sermon the Rector says a
sentence, it is repeated to the Germans by an interpreter, and so on. The lessons are given in
English and then translated by the interpreter.

“There has been no complaint at all from my congregation,” the Rector told the “Advertiser”.
“I am not at all pro-German, but there is an opportunity of letting them become normal
German Christians and they seem very anxious to play their part. | try to make them feel they
are wanted and they are responding most nobly. The Colonel in charge of the camp asked me
if I would allow them to come to my evensong if they had requested permission to attend and
I agreed. They follow the service most attentively.”
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This is a transcript of the article:

Ludwig brought his family to Farndon.
A sentimental journey by ex-prisoner

There is a strong possibility that a number of families from East Farndon will have a holiday
in Germany next year. That is the happy outcome of the visit to the village of Ludwig
Grezesiack, a German prisoner-of-war at East Farndon Road Camp for 19 months, who with
his family has just completed a fortnight’s stay at the Bell Inn.

During the time he was a POW Ludwig came to know and like the people and the area, and
always vowed he would travel back to England once he was repatriated.

A fortnight ago, almost seven years after leaving the Harborough area, he brought his wife
and 16-year-old daughter to the Bell Inn, where they stayed as guests of Mr and Mrs George
Dimbleby.

Mr Grezesiack’s friendship with many of the villagers of East Farndon began when he was
allowed out of camp and used to visit the home of the Dimblebys.

A carpenter by profession — he now works as a joiner in a large car works at Wolfsburg, his
home town, he did many little jobs in and about the village for people who befriended him.

Ludwig wrote to his wife and told her of the friends he had made and how well he was being
looked after.

This led to his wife also wishing to visit England to see for herself the people and places her
husband had written about so often.

So a year ago they started saving up for a holiday and had little trouble arranging the trip. Mr
Grezesiack could see little change in the area or its people, and was content to sit back and
enjoy his holiday — with an occasional break for gardening and also for looking up his
friends.

Ursula, his daughter, was introduced to the Tate family of Clack Hill, Market Harborough.
Ludwig knew them from his prisoner days and they had corresponded regularly.

Until Tuesday there was a minor League of Nations at the Tate’s home, for 17-year-old
Elisabeth Tate had staying with her a 16-year-old French friend, Jeanne-Andre Marquigny.

One would have thought that the language difficulty would have produced some worrying
moments in the holiday of the Grezesiacks, for while Mr and Mrs Grezesiack understand
English fairly well, they speak very little. Ursula speaks none at all.

However, a few words and actions here and there and they were all able to pass the time of
day with their friends.

In an interview with the “Harborough Mail” Mr Grezesiack spoke of his warm feeling for
English people as a whole.



He pointed out that during his time as a prisoner-of-war he got to understand the English
character and greatly appreciated all the kindness which had been shown him by people in the
Harborough area.

They had welcomed him back again and several of the families had told him that next year
they would like to visit his home in Germany.

The following article was written by Len Bale and published in the Market Harborough
Historical Society:

A Wartime Memory of Christmas in Market Harborough by Len Bale

It was Christmas, 1944 and it had been snowing — but we must go back in time for twelve to fifteen
months for the start of this story. On Farndon Road, about where the business blocks, AVP and the
mobile home park are situated, there was a prisoner-of-war camp. Originally it was tented and with
Italian POWSs held there. The tents were later replaced by wooden huts and the Italians by Germans.
By 1943, with the influx of American troops, it became clear that there would be no German invasion
of England and no hope of Germans escaping back to the continent and so they were allowed out
into the town unescorted. They wore distinctive ‘uniforms’ with big coloured patches on the back.
They worked on farms during the day for which they were paid. How much, | don’t know. They were
allowed to go to the cinemas (we had two then — the Ritz and the Oriental) and to dances. It was
during this time that my parents met and befriended Leo. Leo Weisslammlé would come to our
house at 41, Newcombe Street in the evenings. He had a fair knowledge of the English language, so
it was not difficult to talk with him. He told us about his family and his wife, Bertha, and how none of
the ordinary working-class Germans wanted to go to war, but he, along with thousands of others,
was conscripted into the army. He enjoyed his time with us and could not understand how and
‘enemy family’ could be so kind. When it was time for him to return to camp (there was a curfew for
POWSs) my father would walk back along Welland Park Road with him, taking the dog for a walk at
the same time. In early December, 1944, we invited him to come to us on Christmas Day but a few
days later the German camp was moved to somewhere near Syston and we did not expect to see
Leo again. However, on Christmas Day, around midday, who should turn up but Leo. He had
managed to get a lift into Leicester and had walked most of the way from there in order to join us
for our Christmas meal. Around four o’clock he said it was time for him to be getting back. My folks
wondered if it would be possible for him to stay overnight. The only way to find out was to
telephone the camp. There weren’t many telephones around in those days the nearest to us being
the telephone box on Northampton Road. Leo and Dad went off to make the call which was a bit
nerve-racking because we didn’t know how to use a telephone! Anyway, they got through but sadly
Leo was refused permission to stay. By now time was passing and the light fading so it was decided
to get him on a train, at least to Leicester. Remember this was Christmas Day! But in those days the
LMS (London, Midland and Scottish Railway) ran trains - good old steam trains — even on Christmas
Day. After the war, Leo was repatriated and later invited us to Germany to visit him and his family.



Unfortunately, | was unable to go, but my mother, father and sister went. They were met by Leo and
Bertha who was crying tears of joy to be able to meet the English family that had befriended an
‘enemy soldier.” They had been told that we were torturing prisoners of war.

And so began a long and lasting friendship, until sadly, both of them passed away.

The following documents are copies of a Camp Report from an inspection in 1947:



. CO/ WIDERITAL,
i‘gusg‘;:d_gz;e_v_.a_ No, & Type of O ate o t
e ,Hmomugh 49 G.PyW.W.C. 30 Jan/ 1 Feb.
Leicestershira Neme of Visitor, ; rt_handed

s W.GeW. Aston 5th/February,
Marlt Herboro! 2421 Object of Visit, ‘ No._of Visits,
Re-educational Surbey Tehe 30

StrengtheeessscsceacessanssssssOPPas 1 O.R.'s 878  TOTAL: 879
of which main camp 451
in hostels; Harrington 322 8 miles
Yelvertoft 39 15 miles

Naseby 25 10 miles
in billets 42
Sorcening figuress 4 20
B 755
C 104

Noe oi' appeals pending 8l
How meny B/W's bave been repatriated to date 416.
Nos of appeals heard by T.4. Nil,

Personnels 0.C. Lt.Col, J. Jolliffe MBE MO MM
Interpreter: NIL
Camp leader; Gefr. Mueller Wilhelm (B+)
Deputy Camp leader: W/M SCHaiKE willy (B+)
German M. 0, Oberarzt Dr, LGEBEEL (B
Hostel leadcrss Harrington: Uscha,LEUSCHNER idolf
B)
Yelvertoft: Uffz. HEYMANN (B+)
Naseby: I/W ZIEMER (B+)
1. WECEZTICN

In the absenoe of the Commandent who was away on leave, I wad
assisted in my duties by the 2nd in Command and the adjutant who are not
unsympathetic towerds re-education. There is no British Interpreters

2, CERMAN CAMP STAFFE

Gefr. MUELLER Wilhelm (B+) Camp leader 35 years of age, master
painter (art) is a sympathetic type who is aware of his duties in respeot of
re-education and who despite the discrepanoy of rank betwoen himself end
his deputy, mcintains cordial relations which ensured the smooth running og
cemp activities,
W/ SCHALAIE (B+) deputy camp leader, although not so impressive a personality
28 the comp leader, nevertheless exhibits a democratic att:.t\xi? in deputizing
his Gefr, Ceup lecder realising that the better ian ig fulfilling the
leadershnip with initiative, X
Uffz. SCHELLEERCER Norbert (C) study leader, 3L years of age, 18 & silent
closed character, teecher in cival life; though beerded, is unimpressive. He
ig also the camp megazine editor and attends to the daily press review. Many

of his duties zre subject to the activity end influence of': s
F/M PHESSILT () the librarian, who vas able to give me more information than
the study leeder wis inclined to give and 1s actually the greater influcnce in
re-cduoational mtterazB_) - o
Uffz, Leuschner idolf arrington e
his ,;outh is a cepable youngster who has shown signs of mending his

soliticel outlooks He 18 the !teachable' types

stel leader, 25 years of agei dgaap:.:
o8
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O
B MORALD,
wis 15 not higk. The moin contributary factors for a 'middling!
morels cre: length of coptivity, mony 2/W in Russian zone and bod news from
families, The B/W are sotisfied with conditions in the cemp but I had the
irpressioa that they were not making thear life brighter by keeping their

rocreasional huls so drab and cheerlecss. The informotiom room is however
confertnble,

lys PCLITIC.L PROGRESS.

The caup wes cntirely screencd in Deccmber 1946, In spite of there
being 104 'C' PsW in the coun, no leading P/W would admit that there are still
meny Nezi-toainted comradess 1f this is the case, and there are none, then there
rust inve heen ¢ sudden chenge of heart rccentlye. The British Staff woas uncble
to gire me any further informction on this subject and 1n the adsence of & staff
intorpriter my observotions concluded with the impression thet the B/W are
widersoing a s=an itionrlperiod but that their thoughts were loo linked up with
repatriation prospects, ond that cny disappointment in this respect moy offect
their attitude to democratic oims.

5 LOUTE

Although souewhat recelcitrant the youth ere teking part in re-
cdisowionsl cotivities, The proportion of youth was not known, There is no
progroume for the youth nor hes rnyonc come forword to take o leading pert in
theatre clucction, ilowever, they are being influenced by the older /W ond
encouraged to toke o greater interest in world offcirs, though my impression
1is that they ore morc concerned with Gerion interests,

6, RB-LUJC..TTON.L ..CTIVITILS.

11 cspects of re-cduention erc being attended to by thc leading PsW
but from my observetions the activities are confined only to those PsW who are
~ctually interested. Upon referencoe to the responsible Psi/ about this state of
sectzcnol intercs%, I was informed that the confidence of the PsW especinlly
the youth must iirst be goined, after which morc interest ~nd co-operation can
be exneotede 4 Tlessing of intercst has been ocorgioned by the repatriction of
the best influcnocs in the camps Howevor, I impressed on the leading PsW that
in order to nroducc not only good Germans but enlipghtened world citizens, the
contiauity must be mointoined in re-cducction by preparing suitable suocessors
willing to carry on the good worke

mhore 13 no leck of room nor of materials (the Oxford Pamphlets have
disappeared, howcver) but o lattle more cornestness in the rcsponsible PsW is
wented to bonish opathy from the generality. I suggested to the 2nd in command
thet the -resent study leader be replaced by on active volunteor and he conourred.

Ths 3ritish staff is not interested in re-cducation but there is no
Iritish interpeter to give enccuragementse

viochenpoat & kusblicks 460 of the former and 130 of the lottor (sce eppendix B)

Newspapers: 4 copies of each of the following are distributed throughout the
comp: Times, Dealy Telegroph, Dealy Moil, Deily Herelds 2 copics cach of the
Tllustrated London News and Stpherc, German 6/8 averoging 1 deys intervels
Swiss: some sent to PsW dirccts

Librory B/ PRESSELT (B) in oharpe, There are 750 wolumes including 50 GOS.
Tiotion (397 bocks) «nd Generel subjocts (280) form the bulk with i**

26 biogre hical 11 historical, 96 classicel and 38 politicol bookse These
latter cetegorics cre not in great demand ond PsW requirements place emphasis
on sramnal, love cnd detective stories thereby indioating their freme of mind
an! trend of thoughts,

Loctures;

wlthoush the lecture 'His Mojesty's Oppesition! was well attended ond
found interesting, the PsW were too cold to indulge in discussion after dclivery
211 writed uniil they returned to their heated huts to discuss the subjecct
amcrgst themsclvose Lectures cre attonded only by the samo PsW thereby reitealing
tiue apothy of the generalitye




o L1 5 -3-
Discussion Groups,

» Thero 18 o democratische Lrbeitsgemeinschoft but at the moment
1t 1s net functioring owing to the leader having becn repatricted and no sulteble
gucsegsor comin; focwerd. I was givon assurance thot this activity would be
restorted by the leading PsW in turn, 4sltheugh I was informed that the general
level of mentality wos feirly high, 1t is no more then avercge, At Herrington
Hostel the discuseion group waill intensify it's cctivities con the lines I
indicetel to the H/L, dascussion group leader and the teacher of English.

IFilmg:Y,1M.Ce ks end GoB. fortmghtly. PsW ask for more German films otherwiso they
conuider that 6d. per head for G.B. films an imposition and the 12/- per
performcrice o drein on thoir welfare fund, The last G.B. film wos 'The Lion's Den'
without Gormon text, 41l hostels are served with films,

MairclesssThe set 1 in the haircutting seloon with 4 loudspeakers in the campe
Roception is not clwoys goods DeDeCe PsW prorommes ore tuned in. There is a set
&t ecch hostels There are no reactions.

Camp Moyngine.The Study londer Uffz. SCHELLBERGER (C) is the editor of 'vir gekon
m.t' (with the now times! so the %itle was explained). This publication I found
wns ontirely froe from politics cnd the explancation given was that the confidence
or the Psif must first be geined before politicel articles could be attempteds The
Comp mezozine 18 open to all contrilbutions ond is circulated to the hostelse
Press Revicw,This cotivity is represented by tronslations fixed to o newspanel

cily oy Urfz, SCHELLEIRGLR (C) end is moinly concerned with nows of German affairs.

English Ins“ructions Some 50 pupils in three grodes under 3 teachers, The camp
lecder scys that the best results hove been ohtained with Lunguaphone gremophone
rccords but thnt ot the moment the gramophone is out of order and being cttended
to. He clso rciterntes the 'English for £11' is not received in sufficicnt
quentitios, (sce appendix 'A')

Informntion Rocm:This is the only bright room for the PsW and is comfortably
installed ond hecteds 4t the time of my visit there was o display of mops around
the wells, This room is oceasionally uscd by the Commandant for telks to cadetse
This room is «lso used as reading and writing room by the PsWe

7« OTHFR C.)@ LCTIVITIES.

Relizion ..lthough there is o chopel in the compound the PsW prefer to
attend o service given by the Pal Evangelical padre in the parish church of Market
Harborough. Many of the PsW attend the Methodist services ond have been greatly
influensed by the genuineness of religious observance by the loocl population
and the preachera! striishtforvard approach to 1life, such os was not experienced by
the PsW in their own country. One PsW told me that he was very grateful for this
opportunity and experience ond stated that this was as good re-education as was
attegpted in the camp. The Psi padre holds bible study in the camp, For the 25h
of the PsW who cre R.Ce 2 pricst from Market Harborough visits the camp regularly.

Educction ..t the mement there are only 10 pupils studying book-keeping as all the
bther cingses hove disintesrated with the PsW to Germany, The study leader stated
thot educstion intercst declined when the repatriation schome became knovm,

Enterteinmont, Theatre group of 8 PsW hes just been formed and so Bar have indulged
1n cnbaret showse There is c choir of 20 and a trio which plays light music.
Ihysical entertoanment consists of football and toble tennis,

8o CONCLUSIOIS.

Re-education had mede some progesss since last visit, but owing to
repotriction of the former influcntial DPsW there hos been slackening of effort ond
o Plegmng of interest especially after the repe riation scheme hod been cmnounced,
I remnded the responsible s that repetriation was something to be ecrned end
that en approach to the noin body of PsW on the linos I suggested would shake them
out of their cpathy and ccusc them to teke o broader view of life for world
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