
My Royal Flight -  
by Capt David Deacon 
In 1970 I joined British Airways (then 
BOAC) and, having just left the RAF as 
a Qualified Flying Instructor, it was not 
long before I was in lower management 
as a Senior First Officer Instructor.  So 
when the Royal visit to Australia came 
up in the Silver Jubilee year of 1977 I 
was rewarded by being on the Royal 
Flight to the Pacific where the Queen 
and her party were to meet the Royal 
Yacht Britannia and from there sail to 
New Zealand and Australia. 

My crew were with Captain David Parry, 
our Boeing 707 Fleet Captain, and two 
senior training Captains.  The Flight 
Engineers were also in training 
management. 

In his Flight Log David Deacon is indicated as ‘Self’ 



Our crew were positioned to Los Angeles to meet the aircraft the day before to 
continue the Royal Flight to Pago Pago in Western Samoa on 10th February 1977. 

A normal flight, but we did arrive early so had to hold off for 20 minutes.  I was a 
little disappointed that Prince Philip did not visit the flight deck during the flight as I 
had met him before during my career with Handley Page.  The Captain was invited 
to meet the Queen, but we got a wave from her as she walked past the nose of the 
aircraft towards the arrival building. 

We had a 21 hour stopover which gave us time to see the Royal Yacht leave the 
Western Samoa harbour and again wave to the Royal party form the moorings as 
she left to go to New Zealand and Australia. 

A very rewarding flight, which still had its moments.  The return flight, with an empty 
cabin, gave us the chance to sleep in the Queen’s bed!!  (I only had a few minutes.) 
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