The Beech Tree, Main Street, East Farndon

The magnificent beech tree, which stands at the top of Main Street, was planted on 14 th
November 1937. The members of East Farndon Women’s Institute (WI) decided to plant a
tree to commemorate the coronation of King George VI and Queen Elizabeth. The coronation
took place at Westminster Abbey, London on 12th May 1937. George was the second son of
King George V and Queen Mary, and therefore second in line to the throne, but he became
King on 11th December1936 when his brother Edward VIII abdicated.

At a meeting of East Farndon WI in September 1937, it was decided to plant a beech tree
with a plaque, and we are fortunate to still have copies of the original WI diaries. The diaries
were kindly loaned by Mrs Marjorie Houlston (WI Secretary), and permission to use the three
copies below was kindly provided by Mrs Jean Westwood (WI Chair).

The first diary entry details the WI meeting dated Wednesday September 21st 1937, held in
East Farndon Village Hall. It states that the matter to plant a tree to celebrate the coronation
was discussed. It was also agreed that a bronze plaque should be planted.

The beech tree was planted during the afternoon of Sunday November 14th 1937 by the
President of the WI. The ceremony was recorded in detail in the third diary entry.

The second diary entry details the committee meeting held on Tuesday 7th December 1937.
The question of placing the plaque around the tree was discussed, and it was decided to screw
it on the ground. Unfortunately, over the years, the plaque has disappeared.

The third diary entry relates to the committee meeting held on 12th January 1938, detailing
the planting of the beech tree on 14th November 1937.

Update September 2021

We have kindly been provided with a copy of the following document, which was found
when sorting through a box of East Farndon Women’s Institute diaries. The letter is dated 5th
June 1937 and is from Northamptonshire County Council giving permission for the beech
tree to be planted. They also provided a map showing exactly where it should be placed.

Rededication of the Beech Tree

Upon discovering the history of the tree, a new plaque was commissioned by East Farndon
Parish Council. A rededication service was held on Sunday 10th November 2019, led by
Reverend James Watson, and the plaque was unveiled by parish councillor Russell Burton.

The current bench by the beech tree replaced an older one and was purchased in 2009 in
memory of George Ilsley. George and his wife Marion lived in Harrington and were both lay
preachers in the area. They were both professors at Nene College, Northampton (later
renamed University College, Northampton). George often took the service at St John the
Baptist’s Church in East Farndon. He died in 2009, aged 79. The bench with its inscription
was put by the tree in his memory, by way of thanks from the parishioners.
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